Welcome to NU and the Press

I’m Steve Filmanowicz and I work with communications at CNU in Chicago

Some of you may know that there is a new urbanist way to read the paper. It’s not one of the Charter principles, but it seems to be a kind of well-followed “best practice.”

You grab a cup of coffee ….sit down on your favorite chair….

find an article that mentions New Urbanism…. and before your coffee gets cold – dash off a message to one of the list-servs asking, “that article didn’t quite capture the fantastic things we’re doing.”

As John Norquist said the other night, we view ourselves as improving the world. But that’s not always what we see reflected back at us. We sometimes hear that we’re trying to Disney-fy architecture…. gentrify neighborhoods…. and take away people’s cul de sacs, cars, riding lawn mowers and backyard grills.

(Hey, maybe I should write to a listserv about that.)

We want our message to come through more clearly, and today we have a great group of people to discuss how to do that with.

Today, we’re fortunate to have four top-notch journalists, each distinguished by an encompassing vision. They all cover the built environment, but they don’t look at that beat narrowly – they go beyond the question of whether a building is an isolated artistic success…. whether it pencils out financially…. whether a road simply moves enough traffic….or a governmental policy sounds good.

They write and broadcast with a real consciousness of the potential for building to create and reinforce community. 


They’re great potential conduits for our message, except that they’re very tough. They won’t give you an inch, unless you earn it. So if we understand them and their jobs, we can hone our message to break through with journalists across the country.

Our moderator Ben Brown will introduce them in a moment, after I introduce Ben. 

Ben has become a godsend to the new urbanist movement. 

After a career at USA Today covering Super Bowls and natural disasters and politics, he became a freelance writer and developed a more serious interest in the shape of cities and towns today. 

By the time of Hurricane Katrina, Ben was called into service by Andres Duany to help explain the role of new urbanist  charrettes to the dozens of journalists circling around in the Gulf, some of them with the fresh meat of juicy quotes of critics. 

Ben became a key navigator and negotiator that helped journalists and their readers understand that new urbanists have something of real value to add in the zone hit by Katrina and beyond. 

So here’s Ben Brown and our media panel.

